
Faith Builders Educational Programs

Five-week 
courses for  

teachers: 
beginner and 
experienced!

June 26 - July 28 , 2023

SUMMER 
TERM 23

The earth is the Lord's, and the fulness thereof; 
 the world, and they that dwell therein. Psalm 24:1

TERM CALENDAR
ORIENTATION ...............................Monday, June 26, 7:00 PM
FIRST DAY OF CLASSES...............Tuesday, June 27
FINAL EXAMS ................................Thursday & Friday, July 27 & 28

Students may leave on Friday, July 28 after completing their final exams. 
Students are asked to leave on July 28 by 7:00  PM.

INSTRUCTORS
Many Summer Term instructors have extensive classroom experience in K-12 schools. 
Foremost, instructors are selected for a characterizing love of God and His people.

Christopher Brode
Elementary teacher     

Steven Brubaker
FB administrator & 
instructor

Peter Goertzen 
High school teacher

John Mark Kuhns
FBCS high-school 
teacher

Marie Mullet 
Homemaker, mentor

Josh Nisley
FB instructor & high-
school teacher

Lynell Nissley
Learning disability 
diagnostics

Stephen Russell
FB instructor

Jonas Sauder
Retired teacher, 
curriculum developer

Anna Zehr
FBCS elementary 
teacher

Anita Yoder
FB communications 
assistant, mentor
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ABOUT SUMMER TERM
Summer Term serves teachers by offering 
a structured academic experience, practical 
training, and opportunities for personal 
growth.

COURSE INFORMATION
Courses may be taken for credit or audited. 
The suggested workload is 6-8 credits or 
2-3 courses. While individual courses vary, 
students who audit typically do not complete 
homework, take exams, or receive a grade. 

Recommended courses for first-year teachers
• Principles of Teaching
• Teaching Reading
• Child Development

Recommended courses for experienced 
teachers

• Foundations of Education
• The Exceptional Learner
• Focused content courses

EXPENSES
Costs are based on the number of courses 
taken, room, meals, and various fees. Many 
schools invest in the development of their 
teachers by offering financial support to 
teachers attending Summer Term.

 Breakfast 7:15-7:45

Chapel
8:00-8:30

M: Speaker | T: Small Groups | W: Worship | R: Small Groups | F: Speaker

Period A
8:40-10:10

Foundations of Education Steven Brubaker
Principles of Teaching Christopher Brode

Period B
10:20-11:50

Teaching Reading Anna Zehr
Teaching History/Social Studies Peter Goertzen

Algebra John Mark Kuhns

Lunch 11:45-12:45

Period C
12:20-1:50

Child Development Jonas Sauder
World Geography Stephen Russell

Teaching the Middle Grades (M, W) Christopher Brode

Growing Into  A Godly Woman (T, Th) Marie Mullet

Period D
2:00-3:30

Children's Literature Anna Zehr
Mathematics for Elementary Teachers Lynell Nissley

Teaching Secondary English Language Arts Josh Nisley

Reading and Responding to Literature  (T/Th) Josh Nisley

Research Skills for Teachers (audit only) (M,W) John Mark Kuhns

Period E
3:40-5:10

The Exceptional Learner Lynell Nissley
Early & Medieval Church History Stephen Russell
Writing to Communicate (T, Th) Anita Yoder

Art Appreciation (M, W) Jonas Sauder

Supper 5:15



 

COURSE
DESCRIPTIONS

Summer Term 2023

The earth is the Lord's, and the fullness thereof; 
 the world, and they that dwell therein. Psalm 24:1

FOUNDATIONS OF EDUCATION (3) EDU 201 
Steven Brubaker
The course introduces the major issues of the philosophy of Christian 
day-school education and the the history of education. It focuses on the 
development of student beliefs and values. Prerequisite: two years of 
teaching or Principles of Teaching I.

PRINCIPLES OF TEACHING I (3) EDU 202
Christopher Brode
Principles of Teaching is an introductory methods course that identifies 
time-honored principles of teaching and their application in the classroom. 
The course focuses on four domains of a teacher’s work that coalesce 
to promote effective teaching: planning, instruction, assessment, and 
classroom management.Recommended for newer teachers.

CHILD DEVELOPMENT (3) EDU 210
Jonas Sauder
Part one is a study of children’s spiritual, physical, social, and intellectual 
development and needs, examining the role of parents and teachers in 
cultivating healthy growth in each aspect of the child’s life. The second 
part examines a variety of learning theories embedded in our curriculums, 
considers how they fit children of various ages and how they affect our 
approaches to teaching. Particular attention is given to applying these 
theories from a Christian mindset. Parallel components of the course 
include student readings in areas of individual choice related to some 
segment of the course, making observations on time spent with a child to 
observe aspects of child development, and an introspective study of one’s 
own development as a person.

TEACHING THE MIDDLE GRADES  (1) EDU 211
Christopher Brode
Students in grades 5-8 bring a varied set of opportunities and challenges, which 
can at times frustrate the teacher. This course offers an alternative to wishing for 
them to “just grow up.” The course will explore spiritual and emotional aspects 
of students in grades 5-8, the challenges of adolescence, and the transition 
from child to teenager. Attention will be given to practices and strategies that 
effectively meet these students and contribute to their learning.

TEACHING READING (3) EDU 230
Anna Zehr
This course introduces students to basic reading theory and methods. It includes 
the topics of phonemic awareness, phonics, vocabulary, comprehension and 
fluency. Students learn to think like reading teachers by completing informal 
reading inventories, utilizing comprehension strategies in reading assignments, 
evaluating oral reading, doing read-alouds and preparing reading lesson plans. 

RESEARCH SKILLS FOR TEACHERS (AUDIT ONLY) EDU 240
John Mark Kuhns
This course aims to increase teachers’ efficiency at finding and evaluating 
information. Among the topics we consider will be online sources, offline 
sources, primary sources, and non-Western sources. Billed as one-hour audit.

THE EXCEPTIONAL LEARNER (3) EDU 320
Lynell Nissley
This course is an introduction to learning disabilities and other exceptional 
learning situations typically encountered in Anabaptist schools. Students will 
develop a conceptualization of how learning occurs and breaks down. They 
will gain a repertoire of tools for challenging situations, including informal 
assessments, instructional strategies, intervention programs, and more. 

TEACHING SECONDARY ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS (3)  
EDU 335  Josh Nisley
This course considers the why, what, and how of high school English, 
with a primary focus on literature and writing. In addition to deepening our 
knowledge of imaginative literature (see description for LIT 250), we will study 
and practice the craft of English pedagogy: planning and leading workshops, 
writing effective study questions and assignment prompts, designing 
instructional units, and cultivating good writing.

TEACHING SECONDARY HISTORY/SOCIAL STUDIES (3)  
EDU 350   Peter Goertzen
Teaching Secondary History/Social Studies lays both a philosophical and 
practical foundation for teaching history and social studies to grades 7–10. 
Students will explore what defines an effective social studies class while 
developing and practicing diverse instructional strategies in a seminar 
and workshop-style setting. An overarching question driving the course 
through both theory and practice is, “What does it mean to be a Christian 
history teacher?” The course progresses through three stages or units: (1) 
developing a philosophy of teaching social studies, (2) methods of planning, 
instruction, and assessment, and (3) practicum. Prerequisite: Principles of 
Teaching I (may be taken concurrent with EDU 350) or two years of teaching 
experience.

WRITING TO COMMUNICATE  (1) ENG 105
Anita Yoder
This course is for those who would rather eat their pencil than write an email 
or newsletter article. We will learn and practice the building blocks of effective 
communication and explore ways to approach the terrifying blank page with 
confidence. No audit. Limited to 15 students.

WORLD GEOGRAPHY (3) HIS 320
Stephen Russell
This course is a study of the earth, its people, their cultures, and the present 
geopolitical landscape within the context of their historical developments.  The 
student will be introduced to the concepts of geography, the use of maps and 
the physical and human foundations of our contemporary world.  This course 
is meant primarily as a content course for geography teachers in elementary 
and secondary schools. 

CHURCH HISTORY: EARLY & MEDIEVAL (3) HIS 340
Stephen Russell
This is a survey of church history up to the Reformation. This course purposes 
to enable the student to gain a general understanding of the development of 
church institutions, doctrines, and movements, and to become acquainted with 
important actors in church history up to the time of the Reformation. We will look 
at the things that unite and divide Christians. 

ART APPRECIATION (1) HIS 360
Jonas Sauder
Examine, savor, and study a variety of visual art and illustrations from various 
time periods including portraits, landscapes, still life, and people at work. 
Notice color, light, balance, and form. Meet a few artists and illustrators, along 
with some schools and periods of art and architecture. Look at some current 
popular art and consider ways to teach art appreciation in the classroom. 

CHILDREN'S LITERATURE (3) LIT 240  
Anna Zehr
A course in reading and teaching literature to children, including the study 
of a variety of books, stories, and poems written for children. Oral reading in 
the classroom, the needs and interests of children at various age levels, and 
criteria for judging the value of children’s books are examined. The course 
seeks to model literary analysis: finding purpose, theme, artistic quality, and 
classroom use of literature for children. 

READING AND RESPONDING TO LITERATURE (1) LIT 250
Josh Nisley
This workshop-style course explores the three major genres of imaginative 
literature--story, poetry, and drama--through active reading and various 
modes of engagement, including discussion, journaling, formal analysis, and 
creative response. Along the way, we’ll consider the role literature plays in 
cultivating a Christian imagination. As a subset of EDU 335, the course is 
designed for both personal enrichment and professional development. 

ALGEBRA (3) MAT 101
John Mark Kuhns
This course includes the study of algebraic operations, equations and 
inequalities, functions, and number systems. Students are expected to be 
comfortable with basic arithmetic operations before attempting this course. 

MATHEMATICS FOR ELEMENTARY TEACHERS (3) MAT 102
Lynell Nissley
This math course is designed to provide the student with a basic 
mathematical understanding in preparation for teaching math in the 
elementary classroom. 

GROWING INTO A GODLY WOMAN (1) PER 262
Marie Mullet
God does not call me to perfection but to continual growth into who He 
created me to be—a woman who loves her Redeemer. This includes living 
a life of prayer, trust, service, and practicing the spiritual disciplines. We will 
also examine the lives of women of Scripture to learn what it means to be a 
godly woman. 

The filled area indicates the credit hours awarded 
for a class. So, this class earns one credit hour.



Summer Term 2023
June 26 - July 28, 2023

STUDENT
APPLICATION

 PERSONAL
INFORMATION

FIRST NAME LAST NAME DATE OF BIRTH

ADDRESS GENDER

MALE   FEMALE

CITY, STATE, ZIP CELL PHONE

Do you have any dietary or medical needs you would like us to be aware of? EMAIL ADDRESS

CHURCH SERVICE  (Please select any that apply. Discounts are available.) TEACHING AT

current mission worker  minister  volunteered within past year for at least one year YEARS TAUGHT

CHURCH
INFORMATION

CHURCH NAME CITY, STATE CHURCH AFFILIATION

PASTOR’S NAME PASTOR’S PHONE

FAMILY
INFORMATION

Include names of those attending

 NAME OF SPOUSE (if attending) CHILDREN (if attending)

CLASS
SELECTION

Please indicate the courses you 
wish to take.

A typical course load is 6-8 
credit hours or 2-3 courses.

Select  to take a course 
for credit.

Select to audit a course. 

PERIOD CLASS INSTRUCTOR

A  FOUNDATIONS OF EDUCATION (3) Steven Brubaker

 PRINCIPLES OF TEACHING (3) Christopher Brode

B
 TEACHING READING (3) Anna Zehr

 TEACHING HISTORY/SOCIAL STUDIES (3) Peter Goertzen

 ALGEBRA (3) John Mark Kuhns

C

 CHILD DEVELOPMENT (3) Jonas Sauder

 WORLD GEOGRAPHY (3) Stephen Russell

 TEACHING THE MIDDLE GRADES (M,W) (1) Christopher Brode

 GROWING INTO A GODLY WOMAN (T, TH) (1) Marie Mullet

D

 CHILDREN'S LITERATURE (3) Anna Zehr

 MATHEMATICS FOR ELEMENTARY TEACHERS (3) Lynell Nissley

 TEACHING SECONDARY ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS (3) Josh Nisley

 READING AND RESPONDING TO LITERATURE (T, TH) (1) Josh Nisley

 RESEARCH SKILLS FOR TEACHERS (M, W) (BILLED AS ONE-HOUR AUDIT.) John Mark Kuhns

E

 THE EXCEPTIONAL LEARNER (3) Lynell Nissley

 EARLY & MEDIEVAL CHURCH HISTORY (3) Stephen Russell

 WRITING TO COMMUNICATE (T, TH) (1) Anita Yoder

 ART APPRECIATION (M, W) (1) Jonas Sauder

SUBMIT
APPLICATION 

MAIL
Faith Builders  ATTN: Admissions
28527 Guys Mills Road Guys Mills, PA 16327

FAX
(814) 789-3396

APPLY ONLINE                   
www.fbep.org/st                              

SEND PHOTO Mail a recent personal 
photo or email to admissions@fbep.org      
(Will be on a roster shared with staff and students.)

APPLICATION FEE & DEPOSIT: $225   ($200 will be applied to tuition.)  
No refund for cancelations after May 15. If we deny application or do not have space, we will refund $200. 

Checks are payable to Faith Builders. application fee included     application fee mailed separately

EXPENSES
Fees are due by the end of the 

term. If your school is paying, 
contact our office after receiving 

your bill.

ACADEMIC
Application deposit .......$225
Credit course (per hour) ...$240
Audit course (per hour) .....$145
Textbooks (varies by course) ..$40-100

MEALS
Adult .............................$430
Children (5-12) ..............$215

ROOM
Student dorms........ ...... ....$350
Family lodging..........$560-$760
Call for details.

SUMMER TERM FEE
Includes registration, technology, 
printing, and student activities fees: $55

FAITH BUILDERS
EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS
28527 Guys Mills Road
Guys Mills, PA 16327
(814) 789-4518
www.fbep.org 
fbep@fbep.org


